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SUBJECT: ROC VISA POLICY RE ISRAELI CITIZENS 
REF: TAIPEI 3732 

1. MOPA VISA SECTION CHIEF WEI CHI-LUN CONFIRMED THAT 
ROC HAS TIGHTENED VISA PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO ISRAELI 
PPT HOLDERS. HE STATED THAT ISRAEL, AS COUNTRY NOT MAIN- 
TAINING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ROC, PALLS UNDER CATEGORY 
REQUIRING REPERRAL OP ALL VISA APPLICATIONS TO MOPA, UN- 
LESS EXCEPTION SPCIPICALLY GRANTED BY POREIGN MINISTER. 
EARLIER, ROC OPPICES HAD BEEN PERMITTED ISSUE VISITORS 

VISAS ON LOCAL AUTHORITY. THIS WAS CHANGED 
APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS AGO. WEI SAID NO DISCRIMINATION 
INVOLVED SINCE APPLICATIONS FROM EGYPTIANS, SYRIANS, AND 
IRAQIS FALL IN SAME CATEGORY. ASKED WHETHER CHANGE WAS 
RESULT OP PRESSURE PROM ARAB LEADERS, WEI REPLIED HE"COULD 
NOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION”. 

2. LOCAL ISRAELI CONTACTS CLAIM 20-30 BUSINESSMEN UNABLE 
TO SECURE VISAS SINCE JUNE, INCLUDING SOME APPLICANTS WHO 
HAD VISITED PREVIOUSLY. IN THEIR VIEW, ROC NOW ISSUING 
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VISAS ONLY TO ISRAELIS IN WHOM GOVERNMENT HAS VERY 
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SPECIFIC INTEST. 

3. COMMENT: WHETHER OR NOT DIRECT PRESSURE INVOEVED, 

CHANGE IN VISA PROCEDURES CERTAINLY INTENDED BOLSTER 
ROC-ARAB RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY WITH SAUDI ARABIA. 

WE UNDERSTAND FROM REASONABLY AUTHORITIATIVE LOCAL ISRAELI 
SOURCE THAT GOI/GROC WORKING RELATIONSHIPS INCREASINGLY ATTENUATED. 

UNGER 
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